June 8th, 2008
Hi 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY NADINE
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Happy birthday for the coming Thursday. Take your choice of birthday cards. 
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O Kopy': it
HAPPY BIRTHDAY
FROM ALL OF US
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On average, June is the wettest month of the year in HK. And to keep the statistics favourable, there was an intense storm yesterday dumping over 300 mm (12”) in the day, most of this is just a few hours. There was a lot of flooding and many landslips. The highway to the airport (but not the rail link) was out for most of the day due to mud from a landslip blocking road drains leading to massive flooding and causing chaos at the airport. In the morning, the black storm warning (the highest), the thunderstorm warning and the landslip warning were all in effect. 

Last Sunday the annual ‘June 4th’ rally was held at Victoria Park with just 20 000 people attending, far fewer than in the past, such as the 50 000 last year. 
I have been finding skipping a bit tough even though I am only doing 10 minutes each (exercise) day; this is compared with up to one hour I was doing last year. 

The US has announced that people from countries holding US Visa waivers, such as me, have to send in particulars several days before travel to the US! What a lot of trouble, considering that a lot of the homeland security is ineffective (according to the latest TIME magazine). 
Did you hear about the report by McAfee (?sp), the computer anti-virus company, about the security of internet addresses around the world? Well, apparently addresses ending in .hk (i.e. Hong Kong addresses) are the worst in world for containing spam, viruses, adware, pop-ups and all the other harmful stuff. HK took over top spot from China, which was relegated to second! The safest in the world are from Finland. 
The hotel here has a lucky draw for bus tickets. People can drop the receipt half of the bus tickets into a box from which one is drawn when the box is full. After all the time here, I won the lucky draw the other day. The prize is just five more tickets to TST.

The H5N1 bird flu virus has been found in a mark in Kowloon. The import of all live chickens from China has been suspended and if the virus is found in other markets, a territory-wide cull of all chickens will be carried out. 
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The Southern hemisphere international Rugby season began this weekend. NZ played Ireland yesterday in Wellington winning 21-11 in atrociously cold, wet and windy conditions. Watched the game live on TV. Only six of last-year’s ABs were in the team; most have gone to Europe on lucrative contracts. In SA, the Springboks convincingly beat Wales 47-17. Next weekend, NZ will play one test against England. The final round of the IRB Sevens World Series was held last weekend in Edinburgh with NZ winning the Cup. They had already wrapped up the championship the weekend prior to that in the penultimate tournament in London, which was won by Samoa.
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I have finished reading “Gulliver’s Travels” by Jonathan Swift but have decided to read it again but at a much deeper level. At a superficial level, it is a good story but it goes beyond that and is actually a biting satire on politics, science and human nature which most people in Swift’s time would have been able to appreciate but today is only possible with about 100 pages of additional notes in a book of fewer than 300 pages. He has a lot to say about many topics such as government, medicine, legal system, war, agriculture, education a lot of which is relevant to us today. The satire in the book is so strong that Swift could not publish it under his own name and the publisher even toned down some of the most biting bits for fear of arrest. The term “Yahoo’ comes from this book. To help me better understand the book, I went to the Internet and found notes called “Spark Notes.” Interesting because there was a programme on TV about young people and their online habits and one was the use of these same notes by many students for course work instead of actually reading the books! I can appreciate this as it just takes so much time to read the books. I once had to do something similar for a course on Educational Though which required reading Plato’s “Republic.” I tried to read the book but as it was so long, had to use supplementary notes provided by another student (no Internet in those days of course). 
That seems to be it for now.
Cheers
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